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Brussels, 12 February 2018

Dear President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, Mr Nicoletti,

Dear President of the European Court of Human Rights, Mr Raimondi,

Hereby this letter the undersigned Members of the European Parliament would like to express their deep concern regarding the unacceptable homophobic statements expressed by the recently elected judge to represent Spain at the European Court of Human Rights, María Elósegui Itxaso, who has linked homosexuality to pathologies not only in published interviews and statements, but also in her published books and articles.

Ms Elósegui Itxaso was elected judge of the European Court of Human Rights by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe on 23 January 2018. She is also a member of the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) of the Council of Europe since 2013.

The doctrine of Professor Elósegui Itxaso is exposed in the book “Ten Issues on Gender: Men and Women in the Context of Reproductive Rights”, which was published in 2002, and in many other recent interviews and opinion articles. In particular, Ms Elósegui Itxaso has publicly declared that homosexual people always end up developing different kinds of pathologies by stating that “those who construct and perform their sexual behaviour according to their biological sex will develop a healthy and a balanced behaviour. Those who insist on going against their biology will develop different pathologies. That is clear”. Furthermore, Ms Elósegui Itxaso has argued that transsexual people should undergo “psychological and psychiatric therapies” instead of surgery. These excerpts are just some examples of a life long record of homophobic and discriminatory writings. But, most unfortunately, there are more. All too many. 

Unfortunately, nowadays, discrimination based on sex, gender identity and sexual orientation is widespread across the world. It especially limits the extent to which women and LGBTI people are able to participate in society. Gender equality and combating discrimination on the grounds of gender identity and sexuality are central to the Council of Europe and the European Union. 

Therefore, we request that you take our serious concerns into account and ask Ms Elósegui Itxaso to take her alarming and unacceptable statements back, or, in case of refusal, initiate the procedure to revoke her appointment as judge of the European Court of Human Rights. 
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